
 

1 

 
Improving Forest Law Enforcement and Governance in the European 

Neighbourhood Policy East Countries and Russia 

 
Regional Workshop on Voluntary Forest 

Certification and Sustainable Forest 
Management Standards in the Southern 

Caucasus 
 

WORKSHOP REPORT 
 
 

 
 
 

23 – 24 May 2012, Batumi, Georgia 



 

2 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Regional Workshop on Voluntary Forest Certification and 
Sustainable Forest Management Standards in the Southern 

Caucasus 
 

WORKSHOP REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2012 
 



 

3 
 

Table of Content  
 
ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS ............................................................................................. 4 

INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................................. 5 

WORKSHOP OPENING AND WELCOMING................................................................................... 6 

PRESENTATIONS ........................................................................................................................... 6 

DISCUSSION ................................................................................................................................... 9 

DAY TWO ........................................................................................................................................ 9 

DECISION ON THE PROMOTION OF VOLUNTARY FOREST CERTIFICATION IN THE 
SOUTHERN CAUCASUS REGION ............................................................................................... 10 

СLOSURE OF THE WORKSHOP .................................................................................................. 11 

ANNEX 1 - AGENDA ..................................................................................................................... 12 

ANNEX 2 - LIST OF PARTICIPANTS ............................................................................................ 14 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4 
 

Acronyms and Abbreviations   
 

ENPI- FLEG Improving Forest Law Enforcement and Governance in the 
European Neighbourhood Policy East Countries and Russia 

ЕU European Union 
FLEG Forest Law Enforcement and Governance initiative 
NGO Non-governmental organization 
SNCO State Non-Commercial Organization  
WWF World Wide Fund for Nature 
IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature  
UNDP United Nations Development Programme  
FSC Forest Stewardship Council  
PEFC Program for the Endorsement of Forest Certification 
RIG Regional Initiative Group on Voluntary Forest Certification 

(South Caucasus)  



 

5 
 

Introduction 
 

The regional workshop on voluntary forest certification and sustainable forest management 
standards in the South Caucasus was held on May 23-24, 2012 in Batumi, Georgia. The workshop 
was organized by WWF-Caucasus Programme Office within the framework of the regional 
programme on Forest Law Enforcement and Governance in European Neighbourhood Policy 
Countries and Russia. The programme is implemented by the World Bank in cooperation with 
IUCN and WWF with the support from the EU and other donors. The programme is aimed at 
improving forest management through effective use of the main directions, determined by the St. 
Petersburg Ministerial Declaration and the Indicative Action Plan in Europe and Northern Asia for 
improving Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (ENA-FLEG). The program involves seven 
countries, including the six participants of the European Neighborhood Initiative – Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine plus the Russian Federation. 

The Program has been carried out over a four-year period, from February 2008 through June 
2012. It has supported selected pilot activities to be implemented with the active involvement of 
governments, civil society and the private sector. Most activities are conducted at a country level, 
complemented by strategically targeted regional actions. The program activities cover: 
Development of national action plans, capacity building and training, awareness raising, assistance 
in enhancing regional and sub-regional collaboration, and support for the implementation of the 
priority action plans on FLEG. Alongside this, the program carries out analytical work on illegal 
forest activities and government responses to such crimes, as well as monitoring. The outputs of 
the program will be: 

Result 1:  Increased awareness and commitment of key stakeholders on FLEG 
Result 2:  Effective national and regional FLEG action processes in place 
Result 3:  National ownership and capacity increased 
Result 4:  Improved regional and sub-regional collaboration and knowledge sharing 
Result 5:  Effective engagement of key trading partners 
Result 6: Continuation of the formal official ENPI FLEG process 
Result 7: Sustainable forest management practices implemented. 

 
The workshop’s overall objective was initiation of development of regional forest management 
standards for Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. The workshop involved representatives of several 
states, where active development of voluntary forest certification programmes was in progress. It 
was expected that workshop participants would support the idea proposed by a number of South 
Caucasian organizations, on setting up a regional group for developing the standard that could be 
applied for voluntary forest certification in the South Caucasus. Consequently, the workshop had 
the following expected outcomes: 

• Participants’ improved awareness of sustainable forest management and voluntary forest 
certification 

• Approval of the idea of developing regional forest management standard (or national forest 
management standards) for the South Caucasus  

• Setting up a regional group to promote the idea of voluntary forest certification and 
sustainable management, tasked, inter alia, with developing a draft regional forest 
management standard. 
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The workshop agenda is given in the Annex 1 of this report, while the list of participants is included 
into Annex 2. The presentations made during the workshop can be obtained from Ilia Osepashvili:  
iosepashvili@wwfcaucasus.org.  
  

Workshop opening and welcoming 
 
Mr. Giorgi Sanadiradze, Director of WWF-Caucasus Programme Office, opened the workshop 
with a brief presentation of its main aims and objectives. Mr. Sanadiradze highlighted importance 
of the process of joint development of forest management standards with participation of Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia, noting that it would not only promote sustainable forest management and 
biodiversity conservation outside the protected areas, but also would make the forest sector more 
attractive for investors and create opportunities for exporting forest resources to ecologically 
sensitive markets. Mr. Sanadiradze noted that not only the stakeholders from the South Caucasus 
countries, but also the representatives of the Ukraine, Turkey and Russia as well as of Romania 
(WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme Office) and Austria have arrived in order to address these 
issues and share the experience of voluntary forest certification of their countries.  

A representative of the Forest Management Department of the Agency of Natural Resources under 
the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of Georgia, Mr. Giorgi Kiknavelidze, also 
welcomed the workshop participants. Mr. Andrei Ptichnikov (facilitator) presented workshop aims 
and objectives. 
 

Presentations  
 
In his presentation “Development of Forest Certification Worldwide. Development of National 
Standards in the FSC System”, Andrei Ptichnikov spoke about different systems of voluntary forest 
certification in the world (FSC, PEFC, independent systems LEI, Keurhout), reasons of their 
forming and development, elaborated on history of development of different certification systems, 
characterized the extent to which they are spread in different ecologically sensitive markets, and 
touched upon development of various certification systems in the countries neighboring the South 
Caucasus region. He demonstrated the main structural elements of certification, role of certification 
bodies and stakeholders in this process. By the example of the FSC system, he demonstrated 
requirements to development of national/regional standards, particularities of development and 
accreditation of such standards. The presentation included detailed description of principles of 
forming and functioning of balanced working groups with equitable representation of social, 
environmental and economic chambers. 

In his presentation “Certification systems in Bosnia, Belarus, Slovakia and Austria and their role in 
daily forest management”, Mr. Winfred Suess of Austrian Federal Forests (OeBF) described 
voluntary forest certification experience in Austria, Slovakia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Belarus 
as well as various lessons of voluntary forest certification development in these states. Austria has 
about 3.9 million ha of forests certified mostly by the PEFC system, which is the most appropriate 
for private forest owners in this country, mainly managing small forest sites. PEFC certification in 
Austria is actually group certification, where a large number of small-scale forest owners could be 
united. The certification system gives private forest owners no significant advantages on the 
market. It is rather aimed at meeting requirements of big timber buyers. Slovakia has rich 
experience in developing the national standard under the FSC system. The Working Group has 

mailto:iosepashvili@wwfcaucasus.org�
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developed four draft standards and sent the latest one to the FSC for accreditation. OeBF also 
promoted harmonization to the FSC standards, developed in the neighbor states. Several 
workshops were conducted for this purpose in Slovakia, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Romania, 
Poland and Hungary. 

Mr. Suess also touched upon experience of developing regional FSC standard for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina within the framework of the World Bank’s and UNDP’s project. He noted that the 
standard is unified, while forest management practices in Bosnia and Herzegovina differ. The 
speaker paid special attention to the situation in Belarus, where two certification systems (FSC and 
PEFC) are developed. He noted that there was still no national FSC standard in this country. 
Instead, they use the so-called generic standards of the certification bodies. In this respect, it is 
important to have a national standard and use it in the process of certification. 

Mr. Alexander Voropaev, Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN) Coordinator in Russia, made 
a presentation on behalf of WWF International, titled “WWF and voluntary forest certification”. He 
demonstrated importance of voluntary forest certification for WWF environmental programs 
worldwide and cited certain statistical data on GFTN development on a global scale and in Russia 
in particular. The speaker appreciated the significant contribution of companies – members of 
GFTN in the process of development of voluntary forest certification and responsible trade in 
timber. 

In his presentation “Development of National Forest Management Standards in the Danube-
Carpathian Ecoregion: Overview”, Mr. Сostel Buсur of the WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme 
described in detail the process of development of voluntary forest certification in Romania, Bulgaria 
and the Ukraine’s Carpathians. He said that these countries have much in common with the South 
Caucasus. This is a mountain region rich in forests and practicing timber processing and trade. 
The Carpathian forests have high conservation value. This is why the Danube-Carpathian 
Programme paid special attention to adaptation of the Concept of High Conservation Value Forests 
(HCVFs) in the region and concept’s integration in the national FSC standards of corresponding 
states. Great attention was also paid to enhancing qualification of forestry professionals, promoting 
amendments in national legislations of the mentioned states for the purpose of their harmonization 
with international requirements. The area of certified forests in the Ukraine exceeds 1.4 million ha, 
in Romania – more than 700.000 ha, in Bulgaria – about 220.000 ha. All the forests are certified by 
the FSC system. A total of 128 FSC supply chain certificates, necessary for marketing the certified 
products, have been issued in these countries. The main importers of the certified products of 
these countries are: France, United Kingdom and Germany. 

In the presentation, titled “Development of national forest management standards and introduction 
of forest certification systems in Turkey: Review”, Ms. Selin Devranoglu, WWF Turkey and Mr. 
Kenan Kilic, General Directorate of Forestry of Turkey, described the progress in the sphere of 
voluntary forest certification in Turkey. Forest certification initiative in this country was 
demonstrated by the Turkish Forestry Service and WWF Turkey.  The Turkish Forestry Service is 
currently holding forest certification in northern and southern parts of Turkey. Over 95.000 ha of 
forests have been certified by the FSC system, selected through independent analysis as providing 
the best opportunities for promoting FSC certified products in the market as compared to other 
systems. The Turkish Forestry Service plans to continue the certification in order to have all the 
forests in the country (several millions of ha) certified. Representatives of Turkey expressed 
interest in developing national FSC standard for Turkey and in cooperation with colleagues from 
the South Caucasus in developing certification standards. 

In his presentation “Ukrainian experience in development of forest management standards”, Mr. 
Pavlo Kravets, Representative of FSC in the Ukraine, noted that development of voluntary forest 
certification in this country started in 2003 within the framework of a project on increasing 
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awareness of voluntary forest certification (donors – World Bank and WWF). Later, interested 
organizations in the Ukraine decided to develop a national forest management standard (supported 
by IKEA grant in 2006-2008). For today, the Ukraine has been admitted by the FSC as a network 
partner, while Pavlo Kravets serves as the FSC national representative. The speaker paid 
considerable attention to the process of forming and work of the national group on standards. He 
noted that initially, the Ukrainian working group mainly consisted of representatives of scientific 
organizations; however, the Ukrainian Forest Service and timber industry sector have started to 
show more interest in participation in the group lately. The speaker also described experience of 
organizing training for forestry officers, amending the national legislation related to development of 
forest certification, in particular, the introduction of voluntary forest certification article in the 
Forestry Code of the Ukraine. 

In her presentation “Corresponding international experience and meaning of forest certification for 
the Caucasus”, Ms. Ani Haykuni, NGO “Armenia Tree Project”, talked about experience of 
participation in various forest certification projects in the USA. She noted that in the United States 
the choice of voluntary forest certification systems (FSC, SFI, ATTF) first of all depends on the 
customer, which determines the usage of different certification systems. She also laid down 
proposals on development of voluntary forest certification in the South Caucasus. 

Mr. Ilia Osepashvili, WWF-Caucasus, offered a presentation, titled “Proposal on development of a 
regional standard for the Caucasus states”. The speaker expressed the opinion of the WWF-
Caucasus that voluntary forest certification was an important element for enhancing sustainability 
of the forest sector in the South Caucasus countries, but for all that, certification was a process, 
depending on the market. FSC certification is the most acceptable system for the region, taking 
into consideration high conservation value of the Caucasus forests, and the need to maintain 
environmental functions and biological diversity elements in the managed forests. 

In Georgia, in case of leasing a significant part of managed forests, the private lease holders might 
be interested in certification, as it would increase the opportunities for selling their products. The 
Agency of Natural Resources of Georgia also supports the certification. EU Timber Regulation (EU 
TR) is an additional incentive for development of voluntary forest certification. The speaker talked 
about serious barriers to voluntary forest certification, such as the lack of normative base of forest 
management, novelty of the High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) concept for the region, facts 
of non-observance of local population’s rights to participate in forest management, lack of voluntary 
forest certification and others. 

The speaker offered to focus on development of a regional or national standard for the South 
Caucasus in order to avoid the use of generic standards of certification bodies that may need a 
more thorough elaboration. If the standards are agreed, they will form a good ground for improving 
the national legislation. He also highlighted expediency of participation of representatives of the 
South Caucasus in the process of regional adaptation of Principles and Criteria to be introduced in 
the FSC system in 2012. A representative of the South Caucasus could participate in the process 
in order to reflect the regional specifics in the indicators for the Caucasus. He specified that the 
term region implied the CIS and Georgia. The speaker proposed a model action plan on forming a 
regional working group and also outlined its main aims and objectives. 
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Discussion 
 
Workshop participants actively participated in discussion of the subject under consideration. The 
workshop agenda envisaged presentation of opinions by the delegations from Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Georgia and other participants. 

Mr. Adil Abbasov, Ms. Matanat Askerova and other members of the delegation spoke on behalf 
of Azerbaijan. They supported the idea of developing voluntary forest certification, but noted that 
commercial felling was banned in Azerbaijan and felling was mainly conducted for domestic 
purposes. Hence, the country does not export timber to markets that could be interested in 
certification. At the same time, there is illegal felling problem in Azerbaijan, but certification cannot 
replace national law enforcement approaches to solution of illegal felling problem. The delegation 
also spoke about difficulty of adapting voluntary forest certification standards. In this connection the 
Azerbaijani representatives were rather cautious while regarding prospects of voluntary forest 
certification in the country, but supported the idea and promised to analyze the issue more 
thoroughly. 

Armenia was represented by Mr. Ruben Petrosian, Mr. Karen Manvelian, Ms. Ani Haykuni and 
other representatives, who approved of the idea of voluntary forest certification. At the same time 
they noted that in Armenia its application would be limited by insignificant volumes of commercial 
felling and timber trade. According to Mr. Petrosian, it would be expedient to test the requirements 
of the voluntary forest certification standard in a forest area in Armenia. He also offered to support 
the idea of forming the regional working group to promote voluntary forest certification and noted 
that development of certification standards should be conducted at the national level. At the same 
time, the regional working group can prepare a draft standard that can serve as a basis for 
corresponding national standards. 

Mr. Giorgi Kiknavelidze, Mr. Giorgi Sanadiradze, Mr. Ilia Osepashvili, and other representatives 
spoke on behalf of the Georgian side. They also supported the idea of voluntary forest certification, 
noted the importance of standard development, particularly in connection with development of 
forestry normative base, highlighted the possibility of applying voluntary forest certification by 
potential forest lease holders in Georgia and importance of certification for exporting timber from 
Georgia to the EU. They supported the idea of forming the regional initiative group to promote 
certification, voiced their considerations on its aims, objectives and functions. The representatives 
of Georgia agreed that certification standards should be developed at the national level, while a 
possible draft of the regional standard, developed by the regional initiative group, can be applied 
during the work on the national standards. 

Representatives of Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia called on the workshop organizers to 
introduce corresponding amendments into the proposed statute on the regional initiative group on 
voluntary forest certification and to present them on the Second Day. 

Day Two   
 
The second working day was dedicated to discussion of aims, objectives and structure of the 
Regional Initiative Group (RIG) on voluntary forest certification. Meeting participants listened to 
WWF-Caucasus’ proposal on forming the RIG, discussed the proposal in three working groups and 
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presented their considerations at a plenary session of the workshop, after which the proposals 
were included into the Workshop Resolution (see below). 

Ilia Osepashvili, WWF-Caucasus, made a presentation, titled “Possible steps for setting up 
regional and national working groups on voluntary forest certification for the South Caucasus”. The 
presentation contains proposals on forming the RIG, its main tasks and functions. In particular, it 
offers including from one to three representatives from each regional state into the group. The 
representatives should be forest management experts, representing governments, business sector 
or NGOs. RIG work will be coordinated by WWF-Caucasus, as it was suggested by the workshop 
participants. RIG’s main functions include analysis of correspondence of certification requirements 
with the national legislation, preparation of information materials on voluntary forest certification, 
participation in regional adaptation of international FSC certificates, development of a draft regional 
forest management standard for the Caucasus countries, and training. 

The RIG will be tentatively formed in the third quarter of 2012, while its active work will start in late 
2012 – early 2013. The necessary funds could be obtained from the interested donors. The RIG 
could cooperate with interested specialists from Turkey and other states in order to achieve 
harmonization of national standards. 

Later, workshop participants formed 3 groups in order to discuss the proposals on RIG aims, 
objectives and functions. The work in groups lasted approximately for one hour, after which group 
moderators presented additional proposals to the concept, outlined in I. Osepashvili’s presentation. 
The additional proposals, alongside with the proposals, presented by the organizers, enabled 
preparation of the workshop draft resolution (see below). 
 

Decision on the promotion of voluntary forest certification in the Southern 
Caucasus region 
 
In order to support and implement ecologically responsible, socially acceptable and economically 
viable forest management and initiate the process of voluntary forest certification based on FSC 
scheme in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, the participants of the Regional Workshop on 
Voluntary Forest Certification and Sustainable Forest Management Standards in the Southern 
Caucasus (Batumi, Georgia, 23-24 May 2012) have decided to:   

1. Establish Regional Initiative Group (RIG) on the Promotion of Voluntary Forest 
Certification in the Southern Caucasus. 

2. Nominate Ilia Osepashvili (Forest Officer, WWF-Caucasus Programme Office) as the 
Coordinator of the RIG for the Southern Caucasus.  

3. Approve the structure and main functions for the RIG (outlined below). 

Structure and functions of the RIG 

• The RIG shall consist of one to three representatives from each country, ideally from the 
state, NGO and private sectors 

• Members of the RIG shall be adequately qualified experts, preferably with experiences in 
voluntary forest certification and sustainable forest management in general  

• The Coordinator of the RIG shall also be a member of the group 

• After the nomination, the RIG members shall: 
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o Prepare the detailed Terms of Reference and Work Plan for the RIG 

o Conduct regular meetings (in person and via skype) to coordinate the activities on 
the promotion of voluntary forest certification in the region 

o Closely coordinate the process with the FSC headquarters 

o Make fundraising proposals for supporting the functioning of the RIG 

o Create a webpage on the activities of the RIG 

o Initiate policy analysis of the forestry sectors of the Caucasus countries in 
connection with voluntary forest certification 

o Initiate analysis of correspondence of the FSC standard with respective national 
legislation and norms 

o Compile, prepare and disseminate information on forest certification 

o At least one member of the RIG shall participate in the meetings on regional 
adaptation of the Generic Indicators for CIS/NIS countries   

o Elaborate the draft of the forest management standard for the Southern Caucasus 
(at the expert level) based on the Regional Generic Indicators (RGIs) which could 
form the basis for the future national forest management standards 

o Field test the draft standard for the Southern Caucasus 

o Harmonize the standard development process with neighboring countries and 
regions  

o Participate in exchanging relevant theoretical and practical experience with 
neighbouring countries and regions 

o Finalize the regional standard based on the RGIs and conduct stakeholder 
meetings to discuss the indicators 

o Define the strategy and prepare the proposals for the establishment of the national 
working groups and development of the forest management standards for Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia based on RGIs and adjusted to the specific conditions in 
each country. 

Сlosure of the workshop   
 
Giorgi Sanadiradze, Director of WWF-Caucasus Programme Office, made a conclusive speech, in 
which he emphasized the high level of the organization of the workshop, huge interest of the 
participants to the discussed theme and their willingness to continue work on voluntary forest 
certification in the countries of the South Caucasus. Mr. Sanadiradze thanked Ilia Osepashvili, 
Andrei Ptichnikov and other organizers of the workshop and maintained that this workshop has 
launched the process of voluntary forest certification in the South Caucasus. 
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ANNEX 1 - Agenda 
 

Day 1 - 23 May 2012 
 

Objective – Introduction to the initiative  
 

Time Topic Time Speaker 
09.30 Welcome 5 Representative of WWF-Caucasus 
  5 Representative of the Agency of 

Natural Resources, Georgia 
09.40 Introduction to the workshop 

- Background to the workshop 
- Information about the agenda 
- Introduction of the participants 

15 Moderator 

09.55 - Presentation “Development of forest 
certification worldwide. Preparation of 
national standards in FSC scheme” 

20 Andrei Ptichnikov 

10.15 - Presentation “WWF and voluntary forest 
certification” 

15 Alexander Voropaev 

 Q&A 10  
10.40 - Presentation: “Certification systems in 

Bosnia, Belarus, Slovakia and Austria and 
their role in daily forest management” 

20 Winfried Suess, Austrian Federal 
Forests (OeBF) 

 - Q&A 10  
11:10 - Presentation: “Developing of national forest 

standards in Danube-Carpathian Ecoregion: 
overview” 

20 Costel Bucur, Representative of WWF 
DCPO 

 - Q&A 10  

11.40 Coffee break 20  
12.00 - Presentation: “Developing national forest 

standards and forest certification in Turkey: 
overview” 

20 Selin Devranoglu, WWF Turkey and  
Kenan Kilic, Turkish Forest Service  

 - Q&A 10  

12.30 - Presentation: “Ukrainian experience in 
developing national forest standards “ 

20 Pavlo Kravets, FSC representative in 
Ukraine  

 - Q&A 10  

13.00 Lunch 60  
14.00 - Presentation: “Relevant international 

experience and the importance of forest 
certification for the Caucasus” 

20 Ani Haykuni, Armenian Tree Project 

 - Q&A 10  
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Time Topic Time Speaker 
14.30 - Presentation: “Proposal for development of 

the regional standard for the Caucasus 
countries”  

20 Ilia Osepashvili, WWF-Caucasus 

 - Q&A 10  

15.00 Discussion about feasibility of Caucasus 
countries regional standard 

30 All participants 

 - Opinion of representatives of Armenia   
 - Opinion of representatives of Azerbaijan   

 -  Opinion of representatives of Georgia   
 - Short summary  Moderator 

15.30 Coffee break 15  
15.45 - Presentation “Development of national 

standards in FSC scheme: main rules and 
standards” 

20 Andrei Ptichnikov 

 - Q&A 10  
 - Presentation “Possible set-up of a regional 

working group for Caucasus” 
10 Ilia Osepashvili, WWF-Caucasus 

 - Q&A 5  

16:30 Splitting into working groups 10 All participants 
16.40 Work in the working groups 80 Moderator 
18.00 Close of the first day   

 
 

Day 2 - 24 May 2012 
 

Objective – Reaching agreement on the establishment of the RIG to elaborate the standard  
 
Time Topic Time Speaker 
9.30 Introduction to the second day agenda 

and information on the possibility of 
establishment of a Regional Working Group 
(RWG) 

15 Moderator 

9.45 Opinion of representatives of Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia on set-up of the 
RWG for the Southern Caucasus 

45 Participants from Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia. 

10.30 Presentation “Structure and plan of the 
RWG” 

15 Ilia Osepashvili,  
WWF-Caucasus 

10.45 Splitting into 2-3 groups and discussing the 
structure of the RWG 

15 All participants 

11.00 Coffee break 15  
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Time Topic Time Speaker 
11.15 Continuation of discussion.  45 All participants 
12.00 Presentation by the working groups 30 Presenters from working groups 
12.30 Closing remarks by the moderator and 

organizers. Follow-up of the process 
30 Moderator and organizers 

13.00 Lunch 60  
 Visiting Batumi Botanical Garden   
 Closing of the workshop   

 

ANNEX 2 - List of Participants 
 

 # Name Position and Organization 

 Armenia  

1 PETROSYAN, Ruben Mr. Deputy Director, SNCO “Hayantar”, Ministry of Agriculture 
ruben.armforest@gmail.com 

2 CHILINGARYAN, Vasil Mr. Director,  Noyemberyan Forest Enterprise Branch of Hayantar 
SNCO 

3 AMIRYAN, Gagik Mr. Chief  forester  ,,Gugark  forest enterprise,, branch of 
,,Hayantar,, SNCO 

4 HAYKUNI, Ani Mrs. NGO “Armenian Tree Project”      ani@armeniatree.org 
5 KALASHYAN, Mark Mr. NGO “Nature Rights” 
6 MANVELYAN, Karen Mr. Director, WWF-Armenia   kmanvelyan@wwfcaucasus.am  
7 VOSKANYAN, Gera Mr. FLEG Country Program Coordinator 

gvoskanyan@wwfcaucasus.am   
8 MARTIROSYAN, Aram Mr. WWF-Armenia   

 Azerbaijan  

9 ABBASOV, Adil Mr. Leading Advisor, Forest Development Department, Ministry of 
Ecology and Natural Resources 

10 GARIBOV, Jabbar Mr. Senior Forester, Ismayilli Enterprise for Forest Protection and 
Restoration 

11 ALIPOLADOV, Mahmud Mr. Senior Forester, Gusar Enterprise for Forest Protection and 
Restoration 

12 ASGAROVA, Matanat Mrs. Associate Professor, Academy of Justice of the Ministry of 
Justice of the Azerbaijan Republic   matanat@list.ru  

13 ASKEROV, Elshad Mr. Director, WWF-Azerbaijan   easkerov@wwfcaucasus.az  

 Georgia  

14 KIKNAVELIDZE, Giorgi Mr. Head of the Department of Forest and Wildlife Management, 
Agency of Natural resources, Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources 

mailto:ruben.armforest@gmail.com�
mailto:ani@armeniatree.org�
mailto:kmanvelyan@wwfcaucasus.am�
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 # Name Position and Organization 
15 KHACHAPURIDZE, Konstantine 

Mr. 
Deputy Head of the Department of Forest and Wildlife 
Management, Agency of Natural resources, Ministry of 
Energy and Natural Resources  
k_khachapuridze@yahoo.com  

16 TORCHINAVA, Paata Mr. REC Caucasus    Torchinava@yahoo.com  
17 GETIASHVILI, Revaz Mr. CENN     Rezo.getiashvili@cenn.org  
18 KAVTARADZE, Giorgi Georgian Agrarian University     G.kavtaradze@agruni.edu.ge    
19 IARALISHVILI, David Mr. “WoodService” Ltd      diaralishvili@gmail.com  
20 JAPARIDZE, Rati Mr. World Bank, Georgia      Rati.japaridze@enpi-fleg.org   
21 SANADIRADZE, Giorgi Mr. Director, WWF-Caucasus Programme Office 

gsanadiradze@wwfcaucasus.ge 
22 NEUNER, Hannes Mr. Senior Forest Officer, WWF-Caucasus Programme Office, 

CIM 
hneuner@wwfcaucasus.ge 

23 TSINTSADZE, Giorgi Mr. Project Coordinator, WWF-Caucasus Programme Office 
gtsintsadze@wwfcaucasus.ge  

24 OSEPASHVILI, Ilia Mr. FLEG Country Program Coordinator,  
WWF-Caucasus Programme Office   
iosepashvili@wwfcaucasus.ge 

25 MANVELIDZE, Zurab Mr. Chairman, Association of Sustainable Development in Adjara 
Zurab58@yahoo.com  

26 KURIDZE, Temur Mr. Head, Forestry Agency of Ajdara (LEPL) 
27 TEVZADZE, David Mr. Deputy Head, Forestry Agency of Ajdara (LEPL) 
28 TAVARTKILADZE, Vasil Mr. Deputy Head, Adjara Service, Agency of Natural resources 

(LEPL) 
29 KHUBULURI, Levan Mr. Ltd “Georgian Nurseries” 

 Austria  

30 SUESS, Winfried Mr. Austrian Federal Forests   Winfried.Suess@bundesforste.at 

 The Russian Federation  

31 VOROPAEV, Alexander Mr. WWF Russia       avoropaev@wwf.ru  

 Turkey  

32 DEVRANOGLU, Selin Mrs.  WWF Turkey   Sdevranoglu@wwf.org.tr  
33 KILIC, Kenan Mr.  Division Manager, Standards and Business Development 

General Directorate of Forestry    kenankilic@ogm.gov.tr  

 The Ukraine  

34 KRAVETS, Pavlo Mr. National FSC Representative in Ukraine 
pavlo_kravets@ukr.net 

35 VOLOSYANCHUK, Roman Mr. WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme Office 
Roman.volosyanchuk@enpi-fleg.org  

 International Organizations and 
Experts 

 

36 PTICHNIKOV, Andrey Mr. Moderator, FSC Regional Director, CIS and EE countries 
a.ptichnikov@fsc.org  
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 # Name Position and Organization 
37 JAMBOU, Michel Mr. Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union to 

Georgia 
Michel.JAMBOU@eeas.europa.eu  

38 BOHR, Alexander Mr. Head, Austrian Development Agency, Program Office in the 
South Caucasus Alexander.Bohr@ada.gv.at  

39 WITTICH, Anja Mrs. Acting Director, IUCN Caucasus Cooperation Center  
Anja.wittich@iucn.org  

40 BUCUR, Costel Mr. WWF Danube-Carpathian Programme Office 
cbucur@wwfdcp.ro  

41 HARUTYUNYAN, Nune Mrs. Director, REC Caucasus     Nune.harutyunyan@rec-
caucasus.org  

42 SHUKUROVA, Malak Mrs. Regional Director, REC Caucasus, Transboundary Joint 
Secretariat 
malak.shukurova@rec-caucasus.org 

 Interpretation  

43 MENTESHASHVILI, Ivane Mr. Interpreter 
44 GASPAROVA, Victoria Mrs. Interpreter 
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European Commission  
The European Union is the world’s largest donor of official development assistance. EuropeAid Development and Cooperation, a 
Directorate General of the European Commission, is responsible for designing European development policy and delivering aid 
throughout the world. EuropeAid delivers aid through a set of financial instruments with a focus on ensuring the quality of EU aid and 
its effectiveness. An active and proactive player in the development field, we promote good governance, human and economic 
development and tackle universal issues, such as fighting hunger and preserving natural resources. 
www.ec.europa.eu    
 
Austrian Development Cooperation 
The Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC) supports countries in Africa, Asia and Central America as well as in South Eastern and 
Eastern Europe in their sustainable social, economic and democratic development. The Foreign Ministry (FMEIA) plans ADC 
strategies and programmes. The Austrian Development Agency (ADA), the operational unit of ADC, implements these together with 
public institutions, non-governmental organisations and enterprises.  
www.entwicklung.at         
 
World Bank  
The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the world. Our mission is to fight 
poverty with passion and professionalism for lasting results and to help people help themselves and their environment by providing 
resources, sharing knowledge, building capacity and forging partnerships in the public and private sectors.  
www.worldbank.org  
 
IUCN 
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our most pressing environment and 
development challenges. IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental organization, with more than 1,200 government 
and NGO members and almost 11,000 volunteer experts in some 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by over 1,000 staff in 45 
offices and hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world.  
www.iucn.org  
 
WWF 
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with almost 5 million supporters and a 
global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the earth’s natural environment and to build a 
future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world’s biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable 
natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 
www.panda.org  
 

About ENPI FLEG Program 
 
The ENPI FLEG Program supports governments of participating countries, civil society and the private sector in the development of sound and 
sustainable forest management practices, including the prevention of illegal forestry activities. Participating countries include Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine. This Program is funded by the European Union with a contribution from the Austrian Development 
Cooperation. 
www.enpi-fleg.org  
  
Project Partners 
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